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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Terminal Disclaimer 

The terminal disclaimer filed on September 17, 2004 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of U.S. Patent No. 6749525 has been reviewed and is accepted. The 
terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

It is unclear as to whether the one multi-lobed dimple is surrounded by the six- 
lobed dimples or if the one multi-lobed dimples is surrounded by six additional multi- 
lobed dimples, in which the six multi-lobed dimples are not required to have six lobes? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Barfield (USPN 6547678). 

Regarding claim 1, Barfield shows in Figure 6 an average of the inside radii 
extending from the center troughs of the lobe to and average outside radii extending 
from the center apex points of the lobes, being less than 1 .0. Barfield also shows a golf 
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ball having a substantially spherical outer surface; and a plurality of multi-lobed dimples 
formed on the outer surface of the ball wherein in each lobe in each dimples are 
positioned radially around a center of the dimples (See Figures 10-14). Each lobe also 
defines a part of the perimeter of the dimple. 



i 



FIG. 



Regarding claim 5, Barfield shows curved profiles of the lobes abutting each 
other in an uninterrupted manner such that the curved profile of one lobe continuously 
and smoothly extends to and abuts with the curved profile of an opposite or near- 
opposite lobe (See Figures 7-9). 

Regarding claims 6, Barfield shows each lobe having spoke-like ridges 
positioned between adjacent lobes (See Figures 7-9). 

Regarding claim 7, Barfield shows the portions of the perimeter where the 
circumferential segments abut being rounded (See Figures 1 1-13). 

Regarding claim 8, Barfield shows the multi-lobed dimples including uniform 
multi-lobed dimples (See Figure 1 1 -1 3). 
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Regarding claim 9, Barfield shows each lobe further comprising a second curved 
profile extending across the width of the lobe (See Figure 4-9 and 11-13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barfield (USPN 6547678). 

Regarding claims 2-4, Barfield show in the Figures in comparison to that of the 
applicants dimples that the claimed ratio is within a range to one having ordinary skill in 
the art. It would have been obvious to use any of such ratios so long as the invention 
enhances the flight performance. 

Regarding claim 10, Barfield also discloses that additional lobes may be added to 
surround a center of the dimple (See Column 6, lines 63 through 67). One having 
ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to incorporate any number of lobes 
so long as the flight performance is enhanced. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Barfield discloses that any combination of multi-lobed 
dimples may be placed on the surface of the golf ball (See Column 7, lines 13 through 
25). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to have the six 
multi-lobed dimples surrounding a multi-lobed dimples in order to enhance the flight 
performance. 
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Regarding claim 12, Barfield shows in Figure 6 an average of the inside radii 
extending from the center troughs of the lobe to and average outside radii extending 
from the center apex points of the lobes, being less than 1 .0. Barfield also shows a golf 
ball having a substantially spherical outer surface; and a plurality of multi-lobed dimples 
formed on the outer surface of the ball wherein in each lobe in each, dimples are 
positioned radially around a center of the dimples (See Figures 10-14). Each lobe also 
defines a part of the perimeter of the dimple. Barfield show in the Figures in comparison 
to that of the applicants dimples that the claimed ratio is within a range to one having 
ordinary skill in the art. It would have been obvious to use any of such ratios so long as 
the invention enhances the flight performance. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin A. Hunter whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
441 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 4:00PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Vidovich, can be reached on 571-272-4415. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alvin A. Hunter, Jr. 




